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Phikria Asanishvili, PhD. Is an Associate professor at
Thilisi State University (TSU). Faculty of Social and Political Sciences.
Department of International Relations. Dr. Asanishvili earned her
PhD in Political Sciences, Thilisi State University. She works at Thilisi
State University since 2005 and is the head of the MA program of
Eurasian and Caucasian Studies. From February 2021 Dr. Asanishvili
became a director of the Department of International Relations,
Faculty of Social and Political Sciences. She specializes in South
Caucasus regional studies, EU’s Eastern policy, NATO relations with
South Caucasus Region, Black Sea security problems. Associate
Professor Asanishvili publishes extensively on Security problems in
South Caucasus region; NATO’s interests in Black Sea; Conflicts in
Caucasus. She has been invited in European Universities for delivering lectures about South
Caucasus EU relations. Dr. Asanishvili actively takes part in in international conferences and
round tables on related topics.

]énis Bél’ZiI‘lg, PhD, a senior researcher and previously the
director of the Center for Security and Strategic Research (CSSR) at the
National Defense Academy of Latvia, a non-resident researcher fellow
and advisor at the Swedish Defence University, a senior fellow at Center
for the Study of New Generation Warfare, and The Potomac Foundation.
His work focuses on the juxtaposition between the theoretical
developments of Russian Military Thought and the operational reality on
the ground.

Savas Bi(;er, (R) Colonel Dr.is Professor at Faculty of Business
Social and Administrative Sciences University of ISTANBUL
NISANTASI and lecturer at TURKISH NATIONAL DEFENCE
UNIVERSITY, Turkey. He received B.A. in Economics in Turkish
Military Academy in Ankara, M.A. in Turkish War College and PhD in
Institute of social science, Political Science and International
Relations Department, Istanbul YEDITEPE University. While worked
as an active staff officer he was employed in various NATO
Headquarters and participated in several Peace Support Operations
such as UNPROFOR and SFOR in Bosnia-Herzegovina, KFOR in
Kosovo and Macedonia, and ISAF in Afghanistan. He has five NATO
and one United Nations Service Medals. He also worked as a head at the Defense Industry Foreign
Relations Department at Turkish Ministry of Defense. His main fields of specialization are national
security analysis, peace and conflict analysis, international terror, NATO, PfP, Peace Support
Operations and NATO military interventions. He has written books and articles concerning these
subjects.




Flllp Bryjka, political scientist, PhD in
security studies. Analyst at the Polish Institute
of International Affairs (PISM). Assistant
Professor at the Department of Security
Studies in Military University of Land Forces
(AWL). Specializes in the field of proxy wars,
hybrid warfare and countering disinformation.
Contributor of the NATO funded research
project: “Counter-Disinformation Platform -
Building Social Resilience. Research and
Education”.

Bibek Chand, PhD, is an Assistant Professor in the Department of
Political Science and International Affairs at the University of North
Georgia. His research interests include Sino-Indian interactions in Asia,
international relations of small states, security studies, the emerging
notion of the Indo-Pacific, and geopolitics. He has published in the
Journal of Borderlands Studies, Strategic Analysis, Asian Politics & Policy,
and Asia and the Pacific Policy Studies. His co-edited a book called “New
Challenges and Opportunities in European-Asian Relations Navigating an
Assertive China and a Retrenching U.S.” was published in early 2021.

Eugeniusz Cieélak, Col. (ret.), PhD is the Course
Director of the Senior Leaders’ Course and the Higher Command
Studies Course at the Baltic Defence College in Tartu, Estonia. His
previous service was tied to Professional Military Education in
Poland and other NATO states. Between 2008 and 2016 he
servedas the Director of the Air Force Institute at the Academy of
National Defence in Warsaw, Poland. His research interests focus
on security and defence studies, to include defence policies,
airpower and crisis response operations.




Nika Chitadze, PhD- is a specialist in Caucasus geopolitics,
World Politics, Human Geography, Environmental Security, Combating
Terrorism, Energy Security and strategic affairs. He is currently (from
October 2017) the Director of the Center for International Studies and
Professor and coordinator of the Doctoral Program at the Faculty of
Social Sciences (Direction: International Relations and Politics) at the
International Black Sea University (IBSU). He is also President of the
George C. Marshall Alumni Union, Georgia - International and Security
Research Center. Dr. Chitadze previously served as senior advisor on
. the National Security Council of Georgia and was Head of the Public
Relations Division of the State Agency for Regulation of Oil and Gas
Resources of Georgia. He has also held senior positions in the
Department of Strategic and Military Policy at the Georgian Ministry of
Defense and foreign policy research and analysis center of the Ministry of Foreign Affairs of
Georgia. Dr. Chitadze has received his educational credentials in Georgia (Tbilisi State University
and Diplomatic Academy of Georgia) as well as several international higher educational
institutions, including University of Oxford in the UK, George C. Marshall European College for
Security Studies (Germany) and several other well-known European educational institutions. He
is author of the about 280 researches/articles and six books on Geopolitics and International
Relations.

]oe Davis, Major, began his career as an enlisted
Psychological Operations Specialist with the United States Army.
Early in his career, he enrolled in the Reserve Officer Training
Corps with Missouri State University, where he earned a Bachelor’s
of Science in Psychology. Upon completion of college, he began a
full-time career in the United States Army and an Infantry Officer
and is a veteran of both the War in Afghanistan and Iraq. After
serving for 10 years in the Infantry, he became and Information
Operations Officer. Since the complete of his Information
Operations training, he has been serving as the Subject Matter
Expert for Simulated Media Operations at the Joint Force Training
Centre in Bydgoszcz, Poland. Here, he is responsible for creating a
simulated environment that includes broadcast, digital, radio, print, and social media for NATO
Training Exercises. His professional military education includes: Airborne School, Ranger School,
Cavalry Leaders Course, Command and General Staff College, Red Team Members Course,
Information Operations Qualification Course, and the Military Deception Planners Course.




Dirk DllbOiS, graduates from the Belgian Military
Academy with a master degree in social and military science
in 1985. In the first part of his career he occupies several
operational posts, including abroad, and positions as a staff
officer. From 2007 to 2012 he is a training manager at the
ESDC, before joining the Directorate-general for education of
the Belgian MoD. On 01 April 2015, he is appointed as Head of
the ESDC. In December 2017, the EU Member States decided
to prolong his mandate by consensus until 2022. In September
2021, he is awarded an honorary PhD by the Bulgarian ‘Basil
Lewsky’ National Defence University in Veliko Tarnovo.

Craig Greathouse, PhD, professor of political science,
earned a Ph.D. in political science from Claremont Graduate School
in addition to an M.A. in Political Science from the University of
Akron. He has published on topics addressing European foreign
policy, Security and Defense policy, Strategic Culture, Strategic
Thought, International Relations theory, and Cyber War. He is a
member of the control staff for the National Security Decision
Making Game and runs simulations for diverse groups ranging
from gaming conventions such as Dragon Con to the National
Defense University.

Shota Gvineria teaches cyber and
defense studies at the Baltic Defense
College. He joined the Economic Policy
Research Center in 2017. Before, since
2001, he has been working on various
positions in Georgia’s public sector. Among
other positions, Shota Gvineria served as
the Deputy Secretary at the National
Security Council of Georgia. In his previous
capacity, he held the position of the Foreign
Policy Advisor to the Minister of Defense of
Georgia from 2015 until 2016. Through
2010 - 2014, he served as an Ambassador of Georgia to the Kingdom of the Netherlands. In 2009-
2010, Mr. Gvineria held the position of Director of the European Affairs Department at the
Ministry of Foreign Affairs of Georgia.




]aroslaw ]arzabek, dr hab. Assistant professor in the Institute
of International Studies, University of Wroctaw. His research interests
focus on the international relations, politics of security and armed forces
in the Middle East. He is an author and co-author of four monographs and
numerous journal articles and book chapters. He has been a Fulbright
scholarship holder and holds the position of a coordinator of the Erasmus
Mundus Global Studies program at the University of Wroctaw.

Moses B. Khanyile, PhD. He is currently serving as
the Director: Centre for Military Studies at the Faculty of
Military Science, Stellenbosch University, South Africa. He
holds a PhD in International Politics (Pretoria University),
Master of Arts (Stellenbosch University), Master of Business
Leadership, Bachelor of Laws (University of South Africa). In
addition to teaching Research Methodology at Stellenbosch
University, he is an external supervisor for masters and
doctoral students at the University of South Africa and the Da
Vinci Institute of Business Leadership. He has published
widely on issues of defence and security. His research
interests are international security, defence policy,
intelligence, defence industry, and public law. Before joining
the academic community, he was in the corporate sector where he was a senior executive in Absa
Bank and Barclays Africa. He has also served in various boards including Armscor, which is a
defence acquisition agency of government.




Dariusz KozerawskKi - prof. col. (ret.) Ph.D. Full professor
of Jagiellonian University in Krakéw (National Security Chair,
Institute of Political Sciences and International Relations), former
Rector-Commandant of National Defence University and Vice-Rector
of the NDU for Military Affairs and International Cooperation
(Warsaw 2013-2016); Head of the Chair of Strategy and Geostrategy
(2008-2013), Head of the Chair of European Affairs (2006-2007). He
is a graduate of the Tadeusz Kosciuszko Mechanized Infantry Military
Academy (1989), the University of Wroclaw (1995). He earned the
title of professor in humanities sciences (2013). His area of expertise
are: international security, security strategy, military history, and
conflict studies. He is an author and co-author of over 200
publications in Poland and abroad. He is a member of Euro-Atlantic
Conflict Studies Working Group of the PfP Consortium of Defence Academies and Security Studies
Institutes, the Friends of History Society, the Society of Military Historians and Military History
Working Group, Society of Polish Geopolitics. He realized unique fieldworks in zones of war and
stabilization activities (Bosnia and Herzegovina 1998-1999, 2006; Armenia - 2003; Moldavia -
2006; Iraq - 2008, 2014; Afghanistan 2009, 2012; Kosovo - 2012, Jordan - 2013, 2015). In 2010
and 2012 he led the international seminars in European Parliament in Luxemburg (EU global
security; The Arabic Spring - interpretations, results and strategic perspectives). In years 2010-
2012 he participated on the works of the Strategic Review National Security led under the
auspices of the President Republic of Poland. In 2014 he was the head of NATO DEEP team in Iraq.
He is a member of Veteran’s Brotherhood in Poland, Society of UN Mission’s Combatants and the
possessor of title of Veteran’s operations outside borders state.

Halyna KllChYk—PhD in Philology, Associate
Professor, Department of Foreign Languages, Faculty of
International Relations, Ivan Franko National University of
Lviv. Research interests: Political Discourse, Political
Linguistics, Communicative  Linguistics, International
Organizations.




Oleksandr KllChYk - PhD, docent,

Associate Professor, Department  of
International Relations and Diplomatic
Service, Ivan Franko National University of
Lviv. Vice-Director of the International
Security and Partnership Centre. Author
more than 150 publications (articles, didactic
materials, chapter of monographs etc.).
Editor-managing of the Editorial Board
“Visnyk Lviv University, Series International
Relations” and bulletin “Security and
' Partnership”. Member of Editorial Board of
the Scientific Magazine “Wschodnioznawstwo”. Scientific interests: International Relations and
International Organizations, International Conflict and International Security, Foreign Policy and
Strategic Analysis. Coordinator of the Scientific and Educational cooperation with different
academic and research institutions in Poland and Ukraine. Organizer of the series of Scientific
Conferences in International Security and International Relations Issues.

Yevhen Mahda - php, is an associate professor at Igor
Sikorsky Kyiv Polytechnic Institute, the National Technical
University, and the executive director at the Institute of World
Policy, Ukraine. Author of reports “Hybrid War: Survive and
Win” (Kharkiv, 2015), “Russia’s Hybrid Aggression: Lessons
for the Europe” (Kyiv, 2017), and “Games of Images: How
Europe Perceives Ukraine” (Kharkiv, 2016, with co-author
Tetyana Vodotyka). His book “The Sixth: Memories of the
Future” - a study of Ukrainian presidents — was published in
2017. Since April 2017, he is a member of the Public Council at
the Ministry of Foreign Affairs of Ukraine.

Thomas Mandrup - PhD, an Extraordinary Associate Professor at
Stellenbosch University, South Africa and Associate Professor at Royal
Danish Defence College, Denmark. He has published articles and book
chapters and co-edited several books on issues related to African security
governance, climate security in Africa, Peacemissions and South African
foreign policy. Currently, he is finalizing a monograph on the South African
National Defence Force. He works as a consultant for Risk Intelligence on
African Security. He received his PhD in International Relations (2007) from
the University Copenhagen, Denmark for a dissertation entitled: 'Africa:
Salvation or Despair? A study of the post-apartheid South African government’s
_ use of the military tool in its foreign policy conduct from 1994 to 2006°. Prof.
it ‘ Mandrup was as a Doctoral Candidate attached to the Danish Institute of
International Studies (DIIS). He has vast consultancy experience working for the UN, AU, ISS,
Chatham House and diplomatic missions in Africa. From 2018-2020 he was the editor of the South
African Journal of Military Studies. He has extensive fieldwork experience from, for instance, DR.
Congo, Somlia, Kenya, Ethiopia, South Africa, Zimbabwe and Sudan. From 2016-17 he headed the
African section of a larger EU funded project (Horizon 2020) on EU conflict management.




Piotr Mickiewicz - prof. zw. dr hab., political scientist and historian of recent history.
Head of the Department of Public Policy and Administration at the Institute of Political Science,
University of Gdansk. A graduate of the Naval Academy and the University of Gdansk. In the years
1990-1997 an officer of the School Ship Group, and then a university lecturer. Currently employed
at the Political Science Institute UG, in the past employed at the Command and Maritime
Operations Department of the Naval Academy and Director of the Institute of Security and
International Affairs at the Lower Silesian University. Editor-in-chief of the "Yearbook of
International Security” and vice-president of the Polish Geopolitical Association. His main
research interests include issues of the use of military potential in the politics of states, the
political-military interaction of states and non-state actors in the sea basins, especially with
regard to the Baltic Sea, and Russian energy policy as an instrument of political-economic
expansion. In the recent period the author in co-authored monograph: Russian Strategic Thought
and Military Potential in the 21st Century, Russian Vision of Energy Power in the 21st Century and
The Baltic Sea in Russia's Security Policy.

Aleksandar Nacev - PhD is the Dean of the Faculty of
Detectives and Criminalistics at the European University in
Skopje. He holds a PhD degree in Security from the Institute for
Security, Defense and Peace in Skopje. His previous work
assignments include working as a diplomat in the Mission of the
Republic of Macedonia to NATO HQ in Brussels and serving as the
Director of the Directorate for Security of Classified Information
of the Republic of Macedonia. His research interests include
security, defense, information warfare, intelligence and
counterintelligence.

Fatma Zeynep OzKurt - phD, is an Assistant
Professor of International Relations at Nisantasi University,
Turkey. Dr. Ozkurt obtained her M.A. degree in European and
Global Politics as well as her Ph.D. in Politics from the University
of Nottingham, United Kingdom. After completing her graduate
studies, she worked as a Junior Researcher at the Economic
Development Foundation specialized on Turkey-EU Relations.
She is a founding member of the Association for Research on
Diplomacy; and her area of expertise include Turkey-EU
relations, European security and European foreign policy.




Zachary Paikin - Researcher in the EU Foreign Policy unit at
CEPS. He is also a Nonresident Research Fellow with the Institute for
Peace & Diplomacy in Toronto and a Senior Visiting Fellow at the Global
Policy Institute in London. His academic research has focused on great
power relations, Russian foreign policy and the future of international
order. He has translated this into a policy focus on European and Eurasian
political and security dynamics. In addition to authoring several peer-
reviewed journal articles, his policy analyses have been published by
think tanks including the European Council on Foreign Relations, the
Royal United Services Institute, the Konrad-Adenauer-Stiftung, the
Fondation pour la recherche stratégique, LSE IDEAS, the Wilson Center’s
Kennan Institute, and the Russian International Affairs Council. Zachary
formed part of the Global Policy Institute’s research team on Eurasian connectivity that partnered
with Jawaharlal Nehru University as part of the EU-India Think Tank Twinning Initiative. While
teaching international relations as an assistant lecturer at the University of Kent, he also served
as a project affiliate with the H2020 UPTAKE inter-university consortium on Eastern European
affairs and with the UK GCRF “COMPASS” network on post-Soviet governance. From 2017 to 2020,
he was Senior Editor of Global Brief magazine. He was also a speechwriter at Canada’s Permanent
Mission to the United Nations as part of the Canadian government’s bid for a UN Security Council
seat in 2020. Zachary is also an affiliated expert with the Minsk Dialogue Council on International
Relations, as well as a member of the Cooperative Security Initiative co-launched by GLOBSEC and
the Friedrich-Ebert-Stiftung’s Regional Office for Cooperation and Peace in Europe (FES ROCPE).
He is also part of FES ROCPE’s “Fresh Look on Eastern European Trends” (FLEET) expert group,
where he played a leading role in authoring the group’s signature publication in 2020 entitled
Responsible Europe. He is additionally a collaborator with the Network for Strategic Analysis,
which forms part of the Mobilizing Insights in Defence and Security (MINDS) programme of the
Department of National Defence of Canada. In 2021, Zachary was invited to join the European
Leadership Network’s Younger Generation Leaders Network on Euro-Atlantic Security (YGLN).
He was named a GLOBSEC Young Leader in 2019.

Hryhorii Perepelytsiais the Professor of the
Institute international relations at the Kiev National
University and the Director of the Foreign Policy Research
Institute. He is the Doctor of political sciences, the
professor. He is known in Ukraine and abroad as the expert in
the field of foreign and security policy, international conflict
settlement and international military relations. He is
the author over 100 scientific publications and books.




Andrzej Polus- Professor focuses in his research on political
economy of Sub-Saharan African. He participated as principal
investigator or senior researcher in 14 research projects. During his
academic career, he conducted research in: Malta, Ghana, South
Africa, Zambia (three times), Botswana, Namibia, South Africa
(seven times), Uganda, Zimbabwe and Tanzania. He is the author of
over 70 scientific publications. He lectures, both in Polish and in
English, at the University of Wroctaw.

]OZGf RiStVGj PhD- gained his Ph.D. in 2007 at the University of
Zilina, SVK - EU, in Crisis Management. Since that time, he received
postdoctoral position as the Assistant Professor and in 2014 he has
received position as Associate Professor and in 2019 Full Professorship
at the Department of Crisis Management, Faculty of Security
Engineering, University of Zilina. Since October 2014 is at the position
of Vice-Rector for International Relations and Marketing at the
university. In 2010 received the visiting scholar grant of Ruth Crawford
Mitchell to the Center for Disaster Management at the Graduate School
of Public and International Affairs, University of Pittsburgh, USA. In his
work he is focusing on supporting the information systems in the area
of the decision-making process in crisis management. In 2012 was
member of ISCRAM 2012 Conference organizing committee, Vancouver, Canada. He is an active
member of the ISCRAM Association (Information Systems for Crisis Response and Management).




Simona R. Soare - phD, is research fellow with the
International Institute for Strategic Studies. Simona
specializes in defence innovation and emerging and
disruptive technologies with a focus on transatlantic and
European defence, NATO and EU defence. Prior to joining
[ISS, Simona was senior associate analyst for transatlantic
security and EU-NATO cooperation with the EU Institute for
Security Studies in Paris, security and defence advisor to the
Vice-President of the European Parliament and defence
analyst with the Ministry of Defence. Among Simona’s latest
books are R. Steff, ]. Burton, and S.R. Soare (eds), Emerging
Technologies and International Security: The State.
Machines and War (London: Routledge, 2020) and S.R. Soare
(ed), Turning the tide: How to Rescue Transatlantic Relations (Paris: EUISS, 2020). Simona’s
newest publication is Simona R. Soare and Fabrice Pothier, “Leading Edge: Key Drivers of Defence
Innovation and the Future of Operational Advantage” (London: IISS, November 2021).

Elzbieta Stadtmiiller - professor in the Institute of
International Studies, the University of Wroclaw. Her main fields of
interest are the political aspects of international relations focused on
global problems and security, regional cooperation and governance,
as well as the role of the EU in international system. She evaluates
the EU research grants, published over 100 books and articles, also
in English, holded and coordinated many grants and scholarships,
supervised over 30 PhD students.

Jarostaw Strozyk, Brigadier
General (Ret), PhD - He served at senior
executive positions in the Ministry of
National Defense, NATO HQ in Brussels and
Polish embassy in Washington DC.
Currently he is an adjunct professor at
University of Wroctaw. Deeply engaged in
diplomacy, international business affairs
and intelligence analysis. His experience
includes an extensive work in military
strategic planning, comprising

~d multinational programs. In 2020 he
published his book Contemporary Internatlonal Intelligence Cooperation. He also published a
series of articles on NATO, Russian armed forces and exercises to include ZAPAD series.




Zdzislaw Sliwa - col (ret) Dr. hab. The Dean of the Baltic
Defense College in Tartu, Estonia. He completed education
among others in: the Polish National Defense University in
Warsaw, the US Army Command and General Staff College, Fort
Leavenworth, Kansas, USA and also in the Center of Strategic
Studies of the People’s Liberation Army National Defense
University, Beijing, China. During the military service, he served
as the Chief of Operational Branch J-3 in KFOR Headquarter in
Kosovo and the Chief of Operational Planning Branch J-5, Polish
Armed Forces Operational Command in Warsaw. When
working for Polish military educational institutions he was the
Chief of Combat Service Support Chair, Mechanized Forces
Military Academy in Wroclaw and also the Head of Military Studies Branch, National Defense
University, Warsaw. He has published books and papers related to current developments in Asia
and Europe, especially in relation to security dimension.

Natalia Yakovenko, Dr. Hab., Professor, Taras Shevchenko
National University of Kyiv, Institute of International Relations. Author of
about 200 research papers. She has published on topics addressing
British history and European policy, UK-Ukraine relations, UK in
international organizations, Ukrainian foreign policy, International
organizations in security sphere, NATO’s role in global security,
Diplomatic Protocol. She is also a member of the Editorial Boards of a
number of research magazines in Ukraine and abroad.




Laurel Wel is an Assistant Professor in the Department
of Political Science & International Affairs and an affiliate
faculty member of East Asian Studies at the University of
North Georgia (UNG), Dahlonega campus. She got both her
MA and PhD in political science from the University of
Cincinnati in Ohio, USA. Her areas of research focus on the
international relations of East Asia, Chinese foreign policy,
East Asian mega-FTAs, and qualitative content analysis.
Currently, she is working on a research project that analyzes
the global impact of China’s wolf-warrior diplomacy. At UNG,
she has been teaching various introductory and upper-level
undergraduate courses, including global issues, comparative
government, East Asian political systems, and Chinese
politics. At the graduate level, she teaches classes specifically related to East Asian politics.

N

Mariusz Wiatr - Brigadier General (Ret), prof. dr hab. Graduate of Wyzsza Szkota Oficerska
Wojsk Zmechanizowanych in Wroctaw, Military Academy in Dresden and Command Academy of
Bundeswehr in Hamburg. Commanded a company and a battalion in 11th Armoured Division,
Vice-Dean and Dean of the Faculty of Land Forces at the National Defence Academy, Vice-Rector
and Rector-Commander of the Higher School of Land Forces Officers. Currently professor at
Wroctaw University of Science and Technology. Areas of academic activity: use and operations of
armed forces in achieving political objectives, national and international security, security
strategy.

Dlynn Williams - phD, came to North Georgia College (as it
was then known) in 1997 after completing her Ph.D. from Miami
University in Oxford, Ohio. Her graduate work focused on international
security, East Asian politics, comparative foreign policy and
international relations theory. Throughout her time at the University
of North Georgia (UNG), Dr. Williams has received awards in both
teaching and scholarship. She has been recognized for her
internationalization efforts nationally. Due to her strong interest in
internationalization she served as the founding Director of UNG’s
Center for Global Engagement (CGE) and currently serves as the
Department Head of the Political Science & International Affairs
Department.




Marek WroblewskKi is a Professor of the Wroclaw
University, he is currently the Head of International
Economics Department at the Institute of International
Studies of the University of Wroclaw. His research interests
focus on international trade and finance, global economic
governance and global public goods, regional development,
and financial crises. He has taught at numerous European
and U.S. universities. He has received many prestigious
grants and scholarships (e.g.,, U.S. Fulbright Commission,
European Commission Scholarship Program under VI FP).
Currently, he is the Permanent Representative of Poland to
the World Trade Organization in Geneve. His recent
publications (together with prof. D. Kopinski) include the

book Global Public Goods and International Organizations: The Case of World Bank and IMF (Difin,

2020).
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